Personal Story regarding Scams


DON'T LET THESE THINGS HAPPEN TO YOU!

AIRPORT SCAM

Earlier this year I had just returned from Las Vegas and my husband met me at the Guadalajara airport.  Part of the parking lot was closed at that time for construction of a parking garage.  My husband had been forced to park in an area that was very dark in places.

 

When we got to the van he put my two bags into the back of the van along with my back pack which held my purse, wallet and all my documents.  A man speaking excellent English spoke to Stan saying that he should check his front right tire as when he walked by he could hear it hissing ... leaking air.  Stan followed him to the front of the van leaving the back open.  I followed in order to tell Stan to be careful.  Stan returned to close the back of the van and we drove to an area in the parking lot with better lighting in order to check the tire.  The tire was fine.  

We exited the parking lot and headed for home.  Before arriving at Ixtlahuacan, I asked Stan if he had checked to see that all the luggage and back pack were in the van before we drove off ... he hadn't ...  so we stopped immediately and checked.  The back pack was gone.  We returned to the airport to report the incident to the Federal Police.  They were very good to us but not being administrative, gave us directions to place our report the following day at the PGR  - Procuraduria General De La Republica.  

We did this and now had a file number to use in aiding us to replace all the documents that had been stolen.  I thought it would be straightforward.  In fact it took me 5½ months and 10,000 pesos for a lawyer and other costs to finally get my Canadian & Australian Passports, my FM2 Immigrado and Driver's licence renewed.  

It was the most time-consuming, frustrating experience with lots of paperwork, rules, delays, dealing with officials who weren't helpful.  
Emotionally, it was an incredibly stressful time. Being a victim of a scam can be just as devastating as a robbery.  It can affect your relationships and cause mental anguish. 

One thing I did find out was that it’s really difficult to replace stolen documents.  I lost everything - my whole identity.  I highly recommend that you make copies of all your credit cards (only carry one anyway), and get notarised copies of your Passport, Driver's licence, FM2/FM3, etc. and keep them in a safe place (a safe) in your home.

Other Scams around Lakeside:

· I've recently heard of people who have been scammed in Super Lake, Soriana and in stores and parking lots in Guadalajara.  Someone squirts mustard or some substance on your shoulder or pant leg and then say - you have something on you, let me help you get it off.  While one person helps to rub off the stain, another person will grab your purse or cell phone or pick your pocket.
· Here's another recent scam.  You get into your car, start the engine, look in your mirror to start reversing – and see a paper on the middle of your rear window.  You get out to check what it is, often leaving the car running or the keys in the car.  Someone jumps in and drives off with your car, and usually with your purse on the front seat.  If you see a piece of paper on the back window, drive on and take the paper off the window later.
· Scams are frequently based on distraction.   For example, a stranger comes up to you and starts talking to you.  He seems to be on his own but there may be someone nearby working with him.  It may be a scam.  The first person distracts you and a second person then robs you.  
· So don't be distracted.  Be alert, be a bit suspicious.
· It happened to me.  Don't let it happen to you.

This personal story was kindly given by Linda Buckthorp at the Women’s Safety, Finance and Legal Fair on 28th October 2008
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